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Abstract: The EU-Moldova Association Agreement will strengthen our country’s 
joint efforts with the international community and will produce; undoubtedly, si-
gnificant changes not only as a form, but also substantively in the rural area. The 
way of living in rural areas of our country should be brought to the level of the 
states to which it strives to integrate, to that of the EU states.
In the article is considered the dynamics of rural development of our country, 
is studied the availability of resources, production of goods and services pro-
vision, pursuant to which the authors come up with some proposals that would 
change the situation in the rural areas of our country in the context of European 
integration.

Keywords: association, environment, rural, resources, goods, mechanisms, poli-
cies, efficiency.

Rural Areas and Development, 12(2015) 

© EUROPEAN RURAL DEVELOPMENT NETWORK www.rad.erdn.eu



78

S
im

ion C
ertan, Ion C

ertan

Introduction

Republic of Moldova passes through a difficult phase of changes initiated on 
August 27, 1991 by approving the Declaration of Independence. Nowadays, 
our country lives in the hope to strengthen its place among the democratic 
nations of the world and integrate in the international economy.

This situation indeed forces us to amplify and intensify the concerns related 
to economic and social development, including in rural areas, through the 
EU-Moldova Association Agreement as an important step towards European 
integration perspective.

Aspects of the study of the rural environment and our country's relations with 
the EU are included in national and international researches. However, even 
if these problems have been studied, discussed at various official meetings in 
our country, approached at scientific sessions, presented in various national 
and international publications, the study of the possibilities for an effective 
development of the rural areas of our country is relevant and important in the 
context of the EU-Moldova Association Agreement.

In the present research the authors examined the evolution of rural develop-
ment from our country and the modalities to adapt national policies to the 
community ones.

Some of the materials used in the research are national and international legal 
acts, textbooks, monographs, national and international conference procee-
dings and other publications specific to the topic. The study is performed on 
selected data and processed by authors based on the statistical yearbooks of 
the Republic of Moldova, Eurostat and other publications that have provided 
meaningful and relevant explanations in relation to phenomena or processes 
that occur in the rural environment of our country in the context of association 
and then joining to the EU.

Chracteristics of rural areas and agriculture of Moldova

Over 80% of the EU territories are rural areas where live more than a quarter 
of the member states, which motivates to including in the Agenda 2000 of the 
European Commission, adopted in June, 1997, of the „coherent policies of 
sustainable rural development”. 

Committing to comply with all the principles and provisions of the UN Char-
ter, the Helsinki Final Act of the Conference on Security and Co-operation 
in Europe (1975), the Charter of Paris for a New Europe (1990), as well as 
the UN Universal Declaration on Human Rights (1948) and the European 
Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms 
(1950), according to the EU-Moldova Association Agreement, our country 
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should accelerate the political and socio-economic development, including in 
rural areas.

The term "rural" was launched with the advent of the first facilities, the first 
dwellings and includes the concepts of "space" and "rural". Space is an "ob-
jective and universal form of existence of matter" or "expanse" the place that 
surrounds us or "place, area, limited extent" (Moldovanu 2009). Rural means 
"villages". The rural community is "the smallest administrative unit" (Jaques 
2003). In the recommendation nr. 1296/1996 of the Council of Europe (Eu-
ropean Union 2012) is stated that the rural area includes an indoor or coastal 
area containing villages and small towns where most land is used for:
– agriculture, forestry, aquaculture and fishery;
– economic and cultural activities (handicraft industry, tourism, etc.) 
– the function of rest and pleasure with non-urban feature or nature protection;
– other usages (except those for living)

Generalizing, we as certain that the rural space evokes a part of the environ-
ment where prevail the extended crop fields, green spaces, forests. It expresses 
an enhanced mood by cultural traditions, customs and the specific of inter-
personal relationships. Therefore, a clear definition of "rural space" or "rural 
environment" is difficult, as this term covers very different realities.

We consider „rural space” as „a part of the environment where communities 
with specific interpersonal relationships are formed by cultural traditions, cu-
stoms and where the extended crop fields, green spaces and forests prevail”.

Practically, every state elaborated its own concept on rural space, a fact that 
compelled the European community bodies to write the „European Charter of 
Rural Communities” where the rural space is assigned to the following basic 
functions (European Union 2012): 
a. economic function, which consists in promoting a system of farming and 

forestry, fishing, sustainable exploitation of natural resources, rural tou-
rism, productive and operation of SMEs services in rural areas;

b. ecological function, which is to safe guard the natural bases (earth, air, 
water), preserving the diversity and specific character of the landscape, 
protection of biological systems;

c. socio-cultural function, which refers to the preservation of traditional va-
lues  and cultural community on rural life, to preserve the specific rural 
community values.

Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (Certan 2002) pro-
poses to declare the area as rural ”if the population density is less than 150 
inhabitants/km2” and identifies the following three categories according to the 
percentage of population living in rural communities:
– Predominantly rural, over 50% of the population lives in rural communities;
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– Significantly rural, between 15% and 50% of the population lives in rural 
communities;

– Predominantly urban, less than 15%of the population lives in rural com-
munities. 

In summary, given the complexity of the rural area, we consider, as being re-
levant, the multidimensional approach, according to which the rural areas can 
be characterized by the position of:
– economic sciences, which identifies the rural space to development of ru-

ral economy, which focuses on agricultural occupations; the use of labor 
released from agriculture, to develop industry, services and infrastructure; 
the natural environment; the development of agricultural activities in close 
harmony with the non-agricultural ones (Wallace 2011):

– sociological sciences, which is considered as a socio-economic unity con-
sisting of individual households practicing farming; a network of interper-
sonal relationships that generates a certain political, moral and cultural life. 

– geographical sciences which treats it as being "a certain type of territo-
rial development...to achieve socio-economic and cultural purposes"; as 
a space...characterized by low population...as a landscape that integrates 
natural and socio-economic components and focuses them towards solving 
environmental problems (Wiener, Diez 2009).

The rural development of our country will be based on the requirements of the 
"European Charter of Rural Communities", the "coherent policies of sustaina-
ble rural development", stated in Agenda 2000 of the European Commission, 
but will be taken into account the available resources.

The fate of the rural area is greatly affected by the available resources, prima-
rily by the natural potential (Certan 2001), which participates with the "force 
of its laws and its "goodies", substance(s), energy (ies) and information(s). 
The natural potential of the rural area is represented by the weather conditions 
(climate, atmospheric deposition), the waters, the land, terra in configuration, 
landscapes, flora, fauna, etc.

The climate in the Republic of Moldova is moderate continental and is cha-
racterized by mild and short winter with little snow and warm and long sum-
mer with insufficient atmospheric deposition.  The territory of our country 
has, usually, three climate zones: Northern, Central and Southern. 

The annual average temperature increases from 8.9°C–9.7°C in the Northern 
zone (Table 1), to10.6°C – 11.7°Cin the Southern zone. Respectively, incre-
ases the sum of the air temperatures more than 5°C and 10°C. Duration of 
sunshine hours varies from 2226 hours in 2010 to 2466 in 2011. The daily 
average temperature above 5°C is established from March, 29 to April, 4 in 
the Northern zone and from March, 22 to27 in the Southern zone and ends 
in the North between November,1 to 6, while in the Southern zone between 
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November, 10 to 14.The annual absolute maximum temperature reaches 40 – 
42°C. The amount of temperature that exceeds 10°C increases from 2750 to 
3050 days in the Northern zone from 3100 to 3350 days in the Southern zone. 

Table 1. Climate characteristics of the Republic of Moldova

Source: Yearbook of the Republic of Moldova  

The duration of the vegetation period increases from 167-176 days in the 
North to about 177-187 days in the South. Usually, the frost in the ground 
in the Northern part of the country begins in the second half of December 
and in the South-in late December. Defrosting starts in the South in the first 
decade of March and in the North in the third decade of the same month. The 
frost-free period ranges from163-179daysin the North to 175-195daysin the 
South. However, there can occur, as it is natural, the forward and early frosts. 
During the first decade of September and the second half of December, as well 
as the first decade of March and early May, make up the climate risk for our 
country's agriculture.

The atmospheric deposition, is characterized by the annual quantity of preci-
pitations which in the North varies from439 mm in 2011 to 960 mm in 2010 
(Table 2), in the Centre – from 428 in 2011 to 734 in 2010 and in the Southern 
zone – from 342 in 2000 to 699 in 2010. The number of days with precipita-
tions of 0.1 mm and more varies from 93 in the Southern zone in 2011 to 159 
in the Northern part in 2010. The relative air humidity is fairly constant.

Table 2 Atmospheric precipitations in the Republic of Moldova, mm

Source: Yearbook of the Republic of Moldova  

 Northern zone Central zone Southern zone 
2000 2010 2011 2012 2000 2010 2011 2012 2000 2010 2011 2012

Air temperature – average 9.7 8.9 9.1 9.3 11.2 10.8 10.8 11.2 11.2 11.2 10.6 11.7
     - annual absolute 
maximum temperature 

36.8 35.3 33.3 37.4 38.5 36.6 33.6 39.2 39.2 36.8 34.8 39.3

     - annual absolute 
minimum temperature 

- 19.0 -27.4 -17.7 -27.7 -15.6 -21.8 -16.0 -22.2 -16.5 -21.2 -15.1 -21.1

amount of temperatures:> 5 
degrees 

3100 – 3400 3400 – 3600 3500 – 3750 

> 10 degrees 2750 – 3050 3000 – 3250 3100 – 3350 
Vegetation period, days 167 – 176 177 – 182 177 – 187 
Frost-free period, days 163 – 179 174 – 188 175 – 195 
 

 Northern zone Central zone Southern zone 
2000 2010 2011 2012 2000 2010 2011 2012 2000 2010 2011 2012

Annual quantity 451 960 439 552 437 734 428 522 342 699 371 595
Number of days with 
precipitations of 0.1 mm and 
more

120 159 120 139 112 134 96 114 94 140 93 103

Relative air humidity, % 76 76 71 71 70 74 69 66 70 73 68 67 
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Atmospheric depositions are frequently in the form of torrential rain which 
is often with hail of large dimensions, causing considerable losses. Another 
phenomenon that is repeated regularly in the recent years in our country is the 
acid rain that can reach up to 70 percent of atmospheric deposition.

Insufficient atmospheric deposition, hot and powerful winds that bring moi-
sture evaporation cause drought which in the recent years has become more 
frequent. If in 1945-1970, the central regionwere 7 years with such drought, 
thanduring1971 to 1996-9. Since 1982 the drought is repeated over two years, 
and beginning with 1989 over a year.

Available water resources are 7.21 km3 on average per year and are repre-
sented bythose3085large and small rivers, permanent and temporary creeks, 
natural and artificial lakes, canals. The largest water resources are in the rivers 
Dniester (57%) with a length of 1352 km, including on the territory of our 
country – 660 km, and Prut (10%) with a length of 967 and 695 km respec-
tively. Inland rivers constitute18% and groundwater 15 percent. All rivers of 
the Republic of Moldova belong to the basin of the Black Sea and flow to the 
North-West to South-East.

Lakes and canals occupy an area of   195.51 km2 and store about 800 000 m3 

of water. Among natural lakes are Beleu with the surface of 9.5 km2, Sălaş – 
3.72 km2, Dracele – 2.65 km2. Among artificial lakes we can name Dubăsari 
with the surface of 67.5 km2, Stânca Costeşti – 59 km2, Cuciurgan – 27.3 km2, 
Taraclia – 15.1 km2, Ghidighici – 6.8km2.

The water consumption is reduced from 1.889 million m3 in 1995 (Table 3) 
to 786 million m3, or by 2.4 times. In 1995 the share of water used for needs 
production was 60% of the total of consumed water, and in 2012 – about 7%. 
Significantly, by 2.23 times, decreased the water supply to agriculture. Most of 
our population is affected as the consumption of water for household needs and 
drinking water decrease from 261 million m3 in 1995 to 18 million m3 in 2012 
or by 2.21 times.If in 1995 every Moldovan citizen consumed about 70 m3 of 
water for drinking and household needs, then in 2012 - only about 42 m3.

Table 3. Consumption (use) of water, million m3

Source: Yearbook of the Republic of Moldova  

 1995 2000 2005 2010 2011 2012 
Consumption of water, total  1889 849 785 785 785 786 
Including: - for production needs 1139 588 583 581 580 580 
of which drinking water 41 21 18 17 17 17 
              - water supply to agriculture 87 57 35 40 39 39 
- for drinking and household needs 261 146 120 118 119 118 
- transportation losses 90 64 67 66 62 64 
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Soils are the main natural wealth of the Republic of Moldova. Land re-
sources of our country basically remain at the same level (Table 4) and on 
01.01.2013made   up3384.6 thousand ha.

Table 4. The Moldovan land fund, as on January 1, in thousand ha

Source: Yearbook of the Republic of Moldova  

Agricultural land formed 2014.6 thousand ha or 59.5 percent. Forests and 
other forest land constitute 450.4 thousand ha or 13.3% of the total land. The 
protected natural areas make up1.42% of the country.

The scientific reservations have a total area of   18 227 ha, including Pădurea 
Domnească - 5736 ha, Codrii – 5176 ha and others. Among the 41 landscape 
reserves with an area of   34200 ha we can mention those of Rudi-Arioneşti,  
Saharna, Trebujeni and others. A particular interest represent those 86 geolo-
gicand paleontological monuments, with a total area of   2681.8 ha, such as the 
cave "Emil Racoviţă", the complex Raşcovor the ravines Buteşti.

In contry’s fund land dominates (about 80%) the chernozem that contains hu-
mus from 2.5 to 5 percent not only in the arable layer on the surface but also 
in the others. Brown gray forest soils and light gray ones occupy only 11% of 
the agricultural land. The most common (62%) are soils with clay loam and 
loamy texture. The average creditworthiness forms 68 points.

On the territory of the country it is specific the varied relief which is a hilly 
plain intersected by valleys and bluffs. Only 20.2% of the territories (Table 5) 
have an inclination up to 1°. Such lands range from 10.8% in the North to 
48.9% – in the South-East. On average 60.6% in the country dominates the 
land sloping from 1° to 5°. The largest share (72.1%) is in the North of the 
country. Sloping lands with more than 8° form 4.4 percent. About 80% of the 
slopes are facing West, South and East and only 20% - North.

 1995 2000 2005 2010 2011 2012 2013 
Lands, total 3385.3 3384.2 3384.6 3384.6 3384.6 3384.6 3384.6
Agricultural land 2032.6 2016.6 1952.6 2007.6 2008.7 2008.9 2014.5
Lands of localities 441.7 299.6 309.1 311.6 312.1 312.2 312.8 
Lands for social development of 
settlements and of general usage 

462.5 620.6 548.4 469.9 466.7 466.4 461.2 

Lands for industry, transport, 
communications and other special 
purpose

54.8 58.4 58.5 58.7 58.9 58.9 59.6 

Lands of the forestry fund 344.1 354.6 432.3 450.0 450.9 450.6 450.4 
Lands of water fund 46.0 34.4 83.7 86.8 87.3 87.6 86.1 
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Table 5. The weighted average indices of farmland slopes

Source: Paedoerosional monitoring bulletin, Chisinau

Land resources are exposed to the danger of degradation triggered by lands-
lides and lands erosion. The total of lands are a subject to landslides increases 
from about 21 000 ha in 1970 to slightly more than 81 000 ha currently. It is 
highlighted the Centre zone where landslides surfaces are maintained at 53% 
of the total in the country. If in 1965 eroded lands formed 594 200 ha (23.6% 
of the total agricultural lands) nowadays they make up almost 35%. The share 
of strongly eroded land increased from 3.8% to about 4.5 percent over past 
50 years. The annual loss of fertile soil as a result of erosion is about 26 000 
tons. Agricultural production losses are estimated at 525 000 tons of nutrient 
units per arable lands and 57 000 tons of grapes and fruits on lands planted 
with trees and vines.

Agricultural lands, reservations, natural monuments, national forest fund em-
body an important natural potential for the rural development and particularly 
for the agriculture, rural tourism, handicrafts, processing industry of agricul-
tural products.

Human resources, being the "most valuable asset" of any state. The total popu-
lation of our country is reduced from 3.64 mln people in 2000 to 3.55 mln peo-
ple in 2013 (Table 6) ie. by 2.23%. In rural areas in those years the population 
has decreased by 2.94%, even if the proportion of the total population of our 
country is maintained at 58.5% in 2000 and 58.1% in 2013. During the period 
in question the number of those who left is reduced from 9128 persons in 2000 
to 3062 persons in 2013 ie. almost by 3 times. It is reduced the number of 
people employed in economics from 1.51 mln (41.5% of total population) in 
2000 to 1.14 mln (32.2% of total population) in 2012, or almost by a quarter. 
The employment in rural areas in those years decreased by 34.13%. The share 
of people employed in agriculture decreased from 85.1% of those employed 
in rural areas to 51.1%.

The inclination of the 
surface, degree 

Area by the degree of inclination compared to the territory of the zone 
North Centre South – East South Average in the country 

<1° 10.8 18.9 48.9 23.2 20.2
1°-5° 72.1 50.4 44.4 56.7 60.6
5°-8° 13.4 22.6 5.7 15.6 14.8
>8° 3.7 8.1 1 4.5 4.4

Weighted average values 
of the slope lands: 

 - arable inclination 
3°54' 4°00' 2°06' 3°36' 3°30'

- Total 
4°30' 5°24' 3°54' 4°18' 4°12'
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Table 6. Human resources of the Republic of Moldova

Source: Yearbook of the Republic of Moldova  

Of the 301.3 thousand persons self-employed (Table 7) which is 26.27% of 
total employment, to those in rural areas are accounted almost 80%. Defini-
tely, people working in agriculture dominate in rural areas covering 71.2% of 
all those working in agriculture and 84.6% of those working in rural areas. 
If those in rural areas made   up 41.5% of those aged 25-34, then those aged 
55-64 years – 54.4 percent. Population employed in agriculture accounted for 
42.1% and 58.3% respectively. 

Table 7. The population employed in rural areas in the Republic of Moldova, 
thousand persons, 2012

Source: Elaborated by the authors based on the Labor Force in Moldova. Employment and Unem-
ployment, National Bureau of Statistics of the Republic of Moldova, Chisinau, 2013 

Material resources in the rural area are modest being appropriate for invest-
ments. If investments in long-term assets increased from 1759.3 million lei in 
2000 (Table 8) to 16601.4 million lei in 2012 or by 9.4 times, and those for 
rural areas increased from 524 million in 2000 to 4639.9 million lei in 2012, 
or by 8.8 times. Even if investment in agriculture, hunting and forestry increa-
sed from 60.2 mln in 2000 to1602.2 million lei in 2012, or by 26.6 times their 
weight remains insufficient, representing only 9.6% in 2012 of total invest-
ments in long-term assets. Almost all investments in agriculture, hunting and 
forestry have practical purpose.

 2000 2005 2010 2011 2012 2013 
Population, thousand persons 3644.1 3600.4 3563.7 3560.4 3559.5 3559.5 
Including: -in rural area 2129.9 2124.4 2087.0 2078.7 2073.8 2067.3 
Natural population growth, persons -4385 -6994 - 3157 -67 -125 - 
Including: -in rural area -3741 -6378 -4886 -2125 -2223 - 
Employment in economy, thousand persons 1515 1318.7 1143.4 1173.5 1146.8 - 
Including: -in rural area 899.9 745.1 605.0 616.7 592.8 - 
                        - % compared to total 59.4 56.5 52.9 52.6 51.7 - 
of which in agriculture, hunting, forestry 766 537 315 323 303 - 
- % compared to total of rural areas 85.1 72.1 52.1 52.4 51.1 - 

 

 Total Including Of total by age groups, years 
employeesself employed 15-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65 and over

Total  1146.8 812.3 301.3 106.6 285.4 268.4 298.1 164.3 23.9 
Including in rural area 592.8 325.8 240.0 57.4 118.4 143.6 169.5 89.3 14.6 

of which in: agriculture 285.3 59.4 203.1 22.9 49.8 64.7 82.9 52.1 12.9 
               industry 53.9 51.9 1.6 8.8 14.5 13.7 12.9 5.9 0.0 
               constructions 32.3 10.8 21.0 5.9 10.0 6.8 7.8 1.8 0.0 

trade, hotel, restaurants 58.1 46.0 8.9 8.8 14.7 15.0 14.9 4.5 0.0 
transport and communications 21.5 17.3 4.1 0.0 4.6 9.6 7.6 2.7 0.0 
public administration,   
education, health 123.2 122.9 0.0 9.7 19.9 34.0 38.4 20.1 0.0 

other types of activities 18.4 17.5 0.0 2.4 4.9 3.8 4.9 2.3 0.0 
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Table 8. Material and investment resources of the Republic of Moldova

Source: Yearbook of the Republic of Moldova  

However, in rural area great difficulties are causing roads, especially the local 
roads. At the end of 2008 of the total 9343 km of public roads the national 
ones formed3335 kmor35.7% and the local roads formed 6008 km or 64.3%, 
of which with rigid pavement-5474 km or 58.6 percent. Both national and 
local roads are of an undesired quality.

The village is the basic unit of organization of the rural space. On January 1, 
2013 those 917 villages-residences in our country also include 659 municipali-
ties. The average population of a village is of 1331 inhabitants, but varies from 
more than 100 to more than 100,000 people. The village of our country is cha-
racterized by varied configuration of terrain, spectacular scenery and geography 
represented by such cultural and historical potential as the Church "Adormirea 
Maicii Domnului" (Assumption) from Căuşeni, "Sfântul Nicolae" (St. Nicho-
las) from Horodişte and others. Important cultural and historical objects are the 
Monastery "Adormirea Maicii Domnului" (Assumption)from Căpriana, the 
Monastery "Sfânta Treime" (Holy Trinity) from Saharna, the Hermitage Butu-
ceni, the Hermitage "Adormirea Maicii Domnului" (Assumption) from Țipova, 
the remains of the medieval town Tighina, the fortress of Soroca and others.

Valuable elements of the rural area are the complexes to manufacture and 
storage of wine "Cricova", "Mileşti" and others, just like farmhouses basically 
from all districts of the republic. Moldovan villages a symbol of the nation, 
the birthplace of the national intellectual elite and contributes significantly to 
the Gross Domestic Product.

Agricultural production

The exponent of economic activity in rural areas is agriculture. The total agri-
cultural output in current prices increased from 4243 mln lei in 1995 (Table 9) 
to19922 mln in 2012 or by 4.7 times. In the total of agricultural production 
noticeable, with 63.3% in 1995 and 60.0% in 2012, prevail crops. The increase 
of agricultural production value, primarily is due to the price. If the total agri-
cultural output in current prices increased from 12688 mln lei in 2005 to 19922 
mln lei in 2012 or by 1.57 times, then incomparable prices of 2005 it decreased 
from 12402.2mln lei in 2005 to 9908.5 mln lei in 2012 or by about 20 percent.

 2000 2005 2010 2011 2012 
Investment in long-term assets, million lei 1759.3 7796.5 13804.8 16449.5 16601.4
Including: -in rural area 524.0 - 3446.6 4809.4 4639.9

-in equipment, tools, inventory, transportation 890.4 3478.4 5708.2 7427.2 7351.6
% of total investment assets 50.6 49.7 41.3 45.1 44.3 
- in agriculture, hunting and forestry 60.2 460.0 1049.0 1830.8 1602.2
% of total investment assets 3.4 5.9 7.6 11.1 9.6 
of which -in objects of productive purpose 58.9 455.9 1045.6 1808.2 1588.9
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Table 9. Agricultural production of the Republic of Moldova, mln lei

Source: Yearbook of the Republic of Moldova,*in 1995 and 2000, 2000cprices 

Even if the share of global agricultural production obtained in the private sec-
tor in comparable prices of 2005 is reduced from 70.8% in 2005 to 67.4% 
in 2012, it dominates both over the one obtained in the public and private 
agricultural units. According to the statistical researches auxiliary personal 
households of citizens and peasants (farmers) with land area to 10ha, with 
only about 40% of agricultural land produced 70% of the total agricultural 
production, including 58% of vegetable production and 87% of animal pro-
duction, which proves that small farmers are more efficient.

Structurally, over the years the share of crop production (Table 10) decreases 
from 70% in 1995 to 59.3% in 2012. The share of cereal crops tends to decre-
ase from 32% in 1995 to 11.6 in 2012, that of vegetables and the gourd family 
one varies from 5% in 2000 to 9.3% in 2006, fruit and berries- from 3% in 
2000 to 5.5in 2012, grapes- from 8%in 1995 to 19.4 percent in 2007.The share 
of livestock, even if it fluctuates, tends to increase from 30% in 1995 to 40.7% 
in 2012.

Table 10. Agricultural production structure in all categories of households, %

Source: Elaborated by the authors based on the Yearbooks of the Republic of Moldova  

 1995 2000 2005 2010 2011 2012 
Agricultural production, total, current 
prices 

4243 8268 12688 19873 22619 19922 

Including: -crop production 2687 5790 8449 13616 15751 11968 
-livestock production 1393 2202 3851 5786 6347 7529 
  - services 163 276 388 471 521 425 

Global agricultural production, comparable 
price 2005* 

10292.8 7917.0 12402.2 12146.7 12757.8 9908.5

of total sector: - public 1021.9 98.2 117.4 78.4 65.6 41.6 
- private 9270.9 7818.8 12284.8 12068.3 12692.2 9866.9
including-collective 5143.2 2034.0 3508.0 3813.6 4054.2 3191.2
-Households and 
peasant households 

4127.7 5784.8 8776.8 8254.7 8638.0 6675.7

 

Indicators 1995 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 

of which:- vegetable 
production 70 69 68.9 67.3 58.1 74.3 68.1 66.2 67.7 59.3

including: - cereal crops 32 25 22.9 18.4 9.5 24.6 18.4 18.8 18.4 11.6
- vegetables and gourds 6 5 7.3 9.3 6.2 6.0 7.9 7.4 7.8 6.3 

   - fruit and berries 4 3 4.4 3.9 4.0 4.2 4.6 3.9 4.8 5.5 
    - grapes 8 12 12.8 11.6 19.4 15. 18.7 12.1 14.4 15.8

- livestock production 30 31 31.1 32.7 41.9 25.7 31.9 33.8 32.3 40.7
including: - milk 12 13 10.9 10.6 13.3 9.1 10.7 10.2 18.8 24.7
 



This situation demonstrates, on the one hand, that agriculture as an activity 
is sufficiently preserved, and on the other hand, the structure of agricultural 
production is not only formed just under the influence of decision makers. The 
structure of agricultural production, agricultural development is influenced 
significantly by the three groups of resources, there forms occurring in each of 
these three groups of resources and cost-price ratio, in other words the level 
of profitability.

The level of profitability of crop production ranges from 5.2% in 2009 (Ta-
ble 11) to 45.3% in 2011. Losses recorded vegetables and gourds in 1995, 
2000, 2007 and 2009, fruit and berries-in1995, 2000 and 2009. Livestock pro-
duction also registered losses in 1995, 2000 and 2007.

Table 11. The level of profitability (loss) of production sold by agricultural 
enterprises, %

Source: Elaborated by the authors based on the Yearbooks of the Republic of Moldova 

The industry of our country is growing continuously. The industrial output 
value increased from 8.17 billion lei in current prices in 2000 (Table 13) to 
36.36 billion lei in 2012, or by 4.45 times.

Table 13. Indicators of industrial activity, 

Source: Elaborated by the authors based on he selected information from the “Foreign 
Trade of the Republic of Moldova”
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Indicators 1995 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
vegetable production 8.8 22.8 17.1 17.1 23.1 27.9 5.2 43.2 45.3 16.5
 including: - cereal crops   59.4 36.3 10.9 13.9 26.2 27.7 -3.5 29.2 39.9 10.0

- vegetables and gourds -34.2 -40.5 6.7 0.0 -1.5 5.2 -3.5 15.8 15.9 2.2 
- fruit and berries -11.7 -10.4 1.6 8.5 24.7 8.8 -1.3 25.9 32.3 1.3 
- grapes 0.5 20.6 31.0 15.9 22.0 9.6 6.0 8.6 36.5 37.0
- livestock production -33.0 -6.7 25.0 20.1 -3.0 18.4 21.4 20.7 14.6 16.7
Including: - milk -40.7 -1.1 9.9 10.4 0.5 -1.4 8.4 13.7 26.3 13.5
 

Number of enterprises Production value, billion lei 
2000 2005 2010 2011 2012 2000 2005 2010 2011 2012 

 industry,  total 653 702 5277 4985 4994 8.17 20.77 28.14 34.19 36.36
            - private 359 453 4330 4167 4176 2.86 9.57 14.34 17.22 16.31
            - foreign 5 21 100 132 139 0.42 1.50 2.20 3.85 4.71 
            - mixt 58 88 196 207 231 1.26 3.88 4.80 5.43 7.60 

of total manufacturing 581 637 4630 4506 4509 6.48 17.63 22.78 28.24 30.15
              - private 351 427 4081 3956 3959 2.84 9.16 13.11 15.91 14.98
              - foreign 2 18 98 130 137 0.06 0.96 1.65 3.31 4.16 
              - mixt 45 88 192 201 224 1.18 3.88 4.79 5.42 7.56 

of total in rural area - 402 - 2456 2443 2.62 7.11 9.76 10.59 11.08
rural area % of total  - 57.3 - 49.3 48.9 32.1 34.2 34.7 31.0 30.5 
 



89One should note that, in the reference years, more rapidly increased the in-
dustrial output value produced in the private sector of the economy (by 5.7 
times). The value of industrial output produced in foreign-owned enterprises, 
although increased from 0.42 billion lei in 2000 to 4.71 billion lei in 2012 
or by 11.2 times, remains far too insufficient, with the share in 2012 only of 
about 13% of the total industrial production, which proves that our country 
is becoming increasingly attractive to foreign investors. The attractiveness of 
our country is also confirmed by the increase of about 6 times of the industrial 
production value   in companies with mixed capital.

Definitely dominates the manufacturing production that was 79.3% of total 
industrial output value in 2000 and 82.9 percent in 2012.To be noted is that 
in 2012 the manufacturing production made   in foreign-owned enterprises for-
med 88.3% of the total output produced in such economic units and 99.5% of 
that made   in the companies with mixed capital (national and foreign).

The share of industrial output value produced in rural areas increases from 
32.1% in 2000 to 34.7% in 2010, then reduces to 30.5% in 2012, when to the 
rural areas assigns more than 60% of the population and over 80 percent of 
space.

The development of rural economy in the context of globalization definitely 
depends on the country or group of countries that want to develop relations 
through treaties or agreements of association, cooperation o reintegration. The 
vector declared by the public authorities and accepted by the majority of the 
population of our country is the European Union with which our country initi-
aled the Association Agreement and signs it on June 27, 2014.

Agriculture and rural area after the Association Agreement

The initialed version of the Association Agreement (2014) between the Euro-
pean Union and the Republic of Moldova includes Chapter 12 which shows 
(Article 67) that “The Parties shall cooperate to promote the development of 
agriculture and rural development, in particular by the progressive conver-
gence of policies and legislation.”

According to Article 68 of the Agreement the cooperation between the Parties 
shall cover the following areas:
• facilitating the mutual understanding of agricultural and rural development 

policies;
• enhancing the administrative capacities at central and local level in the 

planning, evaluation and implementation of policies in accordance with 
EU regulations and best practices;

• promoting the modernization and the sustainability of the agricultural pro-
duction;
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90 • sharing knowledge and best practices of rural development policies to pro-
mote economic well-being for rural communities;

• improving the competitiveness of the agricultural sector and the efficiency 
and transparency of the markets;

• promoting quality policies and their control mechanisms, in particular ge-
ographical indications and organic farming;

• disseminating knowledge and promoting extension services to agricultural 
producers; and

• enhancing the harmonization of issues dealt within the framework of inter-
national organizations of which the Parties are members.

The agreement stipulates the creation of conditions for increased trade and 
economic relations that will lead to the gradual integration of the Republic of 
Moldova on the EU Internal Market, including the establishment of a Deep 
and Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement, which will provide comprehen-
sive harmonization of the regulatory framework and liberalization of market 
access in accordance with the rights and obligations arising from membership 
of the WTO.

Over the years the commercial relations of our country suffered major changes. 
Thus, the export to the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) increased 
from $543.1 million in 1996 (Table14) to $928.1 million in 2012 or by 1.7 
times. However, the share of exports to CIS countries is reduced from 68.3% 
of total exports in 1996 to42.9% in 2012. During the respective years the na-
tional export of goods in the EU-27 increased from $78.1 million to $1013.4 
million or by about 13 times and their share in total exports increased from 
9.8% in 1996 to 46.9 percent in 2012.

Table 14. Foreign trade, million $

Source: Elaborated by the authors based on the Yearbooks of the Republic of Moldova  

The import of goods from the CIS increased from $ 652.7 million in 1996 to 
$ 1713.4 million in 2011 or by 2.62 times, while their share in the total import 
decreased from 60.86% in 1996 to 31.1% in 2012. The imports of goods from 
our country in the EU-27 increased from $ 177.2 million in 1996 to $ 2318.6 
million in 2012 or by 13.1 times, while their share in the total imports increa-
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 1996 2000 2005 2010 2011 2012 

Total  - export 795.0 471.5 1090.9 1541.5 2216.8 2161.9 
- import 1072.3 776.4 2292.3 3855.3 5191.3 5212.9 
- trade balance -277.3 -304.9 -1201.4 -2313.8 -2974.5 -305. 1.0
Including: CIS- export 543.1 276.1 551.2 624.0 919.3 928.1 
- import 652.7 259.8 905.2 1256.9 1713.4 1623.7 
- trade balance -109.6 16.3 -354.0 -632.8 -794.2 -695.6 
EU-27-export 78.1 102.2 443.2 728.9 1083.0 1013.4 
- import 177.2 226.0 1038.8 1704.2 2256.3 2318.6 
- trade balance -99.1 -123.8 -595.6 -975.3 -1173.3 -1305.2 

 



91sed from 16.5% in 1996 to 44.5% in 2012. Thus, our country's trade with the 
EU exceeds that with the CIS.

The most important food goods for export have been and remain the grapes 
and grape products. On the internal market is sold only 10-11 % of the total 
value for the marketing of wines. Wine exports formed 30% of the country's 
total exports. Wine exports from Moldova registered during the last three ye-
ars an increase of 24%, adequate to global wine export growth of about 8% 
annually. Statistics states that Moldova ranks on the11th place among the lar-
gest exporters of wine in the world and the share in wine world exports of 
Moldovan wines is of 1.2%.

A particular interest presents the geography of our wines export in terms of 
price. The price of a dekaliters of exported wine and grape must decreased 
from $ 13.36in 2009 (Table 15) to $ 10.93 in 2011, or by 18.2 percent. The 
price of a dekaliters of wine exported in the EU Member States in 2009 was 
higher than in the CIS countries-38.5% and in 2011-37.24 percent respec-
tively. In those years the price of sparkling wine also slightly decreased (by 
0.02%). However, in 2009 the ratio of sparkling wine exported to the EU over-
came that which was exported to the CIS countries by 13.4% and in 2011– 6.3 
percent respectively.

Table 15. The prices of wine, USD

Source: Elaborated by the authors based on the selected information from the “Foreign 
Trade of the Republic of Moldova”, 2011

For Moldova it is extremely important that the signatory parties of the Agree-
ment" reconfirm (Article367) their commitment to enhance the contribution of 
trade to achieve the goal of sustainable development in economic, social and 
environmental aspects of it."

For any country or business that intends to improve the competitive position 
against the rival bidders it is necessary to strengthen the innovation activity. 
According to Article127 of the Association Agreement between the European 
Union and the Republic of Moldova "The Parties shall promote cooperation 
in all areas of civil scientific research and technological development and de-
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Indicators 2009 2010 2011 
export import export import export import 

Wine and grape stum 13.36 9.66 10.94 7.43 10.93 8.89 
Including in: - EU 17.96 9.37 16.32 6.14 14.04 8.54 
 - CIS 12.97 - 10.31 2.05 10.23 - 
- other countries 9.86 14.28 11.80 10.05 13..93 11.15 
Sparkling wine, total 24.02 10.43 21.98 19.47 23.80 7.16 
Including in: - EU 27.01 10.43 26.71 9.17 25.35 8.06 
  - CIS 23.72 - 21.81 2.28 23.85 - 
            - other countries 22.27 - 20.52 21.74 22.67 25.0 

 



92 monstration (RTD) on the basis of mutual benefit and subject to appropriate 
and effective protection of intellectual property rights".

The agricultural activity is required to ensure biological diversity. In accor-
dance with Article 368 „The Parties recognise the importance of ensuring the 
conservation and the sustainable use of biological diversity as a key element 
for the achievement of sustainable development, and reaffirm their commit-
ment to conserve and sustainably use biological diversity, in accordance with 
the Convention on Biological Diversity and other relevant international in-
struments to which they are party. To this end, the Parties commit to:

- promoting trade in natural resource-based products obtained through a su-
stainable use of biological resources and contributing to the conservation of 
biodiversity;

- exchanging information on actions on trade in natural resource-based pro-
ducts aimed at halting the loss of biological diversity and reducing pressures 
on biodiversity and, where relevant, cooperating to maximize the impact and 
ensure the mutual supportiveness of their respective policies;

- promoting the listing of species under the Convention on International Trade 
in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) where the conserva-
tion status of those species is considered at risk; and

- cooperating at the regional and global levels with the aim of promoting the 
conservation and the sustainable use of biological diversity in natural or ag-
ricultural ecosystems, including endangered species, their habitat, specially 
protected natural areas and genetic diversity; the restoration of ecosystems, 
and the elimination or the reduction of negative environmental impacts resul-
ting from the use of living and non-living natural resources or of ecosystems.

The number of applications for patent has a decreasing trend. First it ranges 
from 246 in 2000 to 401in 2005 (Table 16) then reduces to 108 in 2011, or by 
3.7 times and has a slight increase to 115 in 2012.The situation is identical for 
the national applicants requests. Even if the share of patent applications for 
plant variety increases from 4.88%. in 2000 to 17.39% in 2012, their number 
remains unacceptably low for an agricultural country like the Republic of 
Moldova. The same downward trend from 269 in 2005 to 63 in 2011is found 
in issued patents. The number of patent titles decreases from1316 in 2000 to 
613 in 2012 or about 53 percent.
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93Table 16. Evolutionof applications for protection of inventions and plant varieties

Source: Elaborated by the authors based on the Yearbook of the Republic of Moldova  

The total patent titles for plant varieties increased from13 in 2005 to104 in 
2012, or by 8 times, but it remains too poorly accounted for only 17% of the 
total number of patent titles in our country. The categorical decline of inven-
tion patents correlates perfectly with the situation in the national economy. 
Obviously, to improve the situation in the national economy is required consi-
derable investments. With real help in the form of grants and preferential loans 
are coming the EU Member States and the European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development.

Currently 324 projects are ongoing (Table17) worth about $1969.66 million, 
including 13 projects for transport and storage sector worth $610.52 million or 
about 31% of the total cost of the projects, 77projects worth $373.33 million 
for Govern and civil society, 25projects worth $184.09 million for business and 
services, 25projects worth $144.21million for health care and others. Worth to 
be mentioned is that almost all sectors include projects for the rural projects.

Thus, for example, among those 25 projects of the business sector and other 
services is that of the "budget support program for economic stimulation in 
rural areas (ESPA)". The object of this Sector Program Support (SPS) is to 
contribute to sustainable economic development of rural areas in the Republic 
of Moldova. This will be achieved through support interventions in (i) eco-
nomy and SME and (ii) regional development, set out in the policy matrix, as 
well as through technical assistance and policy dialogue.

Water and sanitation sector include the project "Rehabilitation of water supply 
in district Nisporeni: city halls of Nisporeni, Vărzăreşti and Grozeşti from the 
Republic of Moldova" which aims "to supply drinking water to about 20,000 
residents of inhabitants of Nisporeni, Vărzăreşti and Grozeşti". Within this 
sector there is also the project "Promoting the good management of water 
resources in southern Moldova". The main project goal is to improve environ-
mental education and promoting appropriate management of water resources 
that will ensure quality in water supply system and sanitation in river basins 
Tigheci and Largain southern Moldova.
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 1995 2000 2005 2010 2011 2012 

 Applications for invention patent 299 246 401 143 108 115 
Including, national applicants 270 240 390 139 97 93 
Patent for plant varieties - 12 22 18 15 20 
Including, national applicants - 11 22 18 15 20 
Invention patents were issued 227 234 269 132 63 51 
Including, national applicants 124 200 261 125 61 47 
Patent for plant varieties - - 3 25 15 20 
Including, nation applicants - - 2 25 15 20 
Titles valid invention patents 266 1316 1108 1018 799 613 

Titles patent for plant varieties - - 13 74 86 104 
 



94 Table 17. Ongoing Projects, $ mil 

Source: http://amp.gov.md/viewTeamReports.do?tabs=false&reset=true

In the sector "Health" is the project "Providing modern medical equipment 
in PMSIDH Floreşti" which aims to purchase modern equipment for hospital 
Floreşti. In the “Education" sector we identify the project " Rural School Sa-
nitation in localities of the Republic of Moldova in RîȚcani and BălȚi" which 
is aimed to "improve the infrastructure, pursuit of basic humanitarian needs 
and increase the level of health care in rural areas" and the project "Edgar-Ed-
ucation for agriculture" that is purposed to "strengthening of formal training 
in the growth and processing of fruit and vegetables by increasing the quality 
and effectiveness of this training in agrarian colleges".

For our country is extremely important the support of the agricultural sector 
for which are ongoing 18 projects worth $136.78 million. In addition the Eu-
ropean Union through the European Programme for Agriculture and Rural 
Development (ENPARD) will provide the Republic of Moldova120 million 
euros to support agriculture. The program covers the years 2014-2020. Some 
of the money will be allocated to the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Indus-
try for funding the National Strategy for Agricultural and Rural Development. 
The first tranche of funding of 64 million euros will be approved by the Eu-
ropean Commission until July 2014 after which the government can begin to 
conduct field projects applying this strategy.

Through this, Moldova will find solutions as not losing the Association Ag-
reement on free trade in the agricultural sector, and how to financially support 
the development of competitiveness of agriculture. "Therefore, states the Eu-
ropean Commissioner for Agriculture, Dacian Cioloş, we insisted to adopt this 
strategy because it includes investment measures in agriculture and agri-food 
sector of alignment with European norms and standards for food products".

Hence, the agreement will help to strengthen relations between the EU and 
Republic of Moldova, to gradual economic integration and leaves open the 
way for further progressive developments in EU– Republic of Moldova rela-
tionships.
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Sectors, DAC/OECD 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 Total 
Total  (324) 704.82 176.94 211.83 627.86 153.22 5.83 1969.66
Education  (38) 21.14 0.87 4.37 38.15 5.31 0.93 70.76 
Health  (25) 15.54 17.24 11.98 66.43 3.92 0 144.21 
Water and sanitation(15) 30.00 11.40 15.32 14.66 48.32 0.27 134.97 
Government and civil society(77) 49.32 41.22 48.49 133.29 74.56 5.37 373.33 

Social infrastructure and services(48) 61.77 30.72 18.56 6.47 0.59 0 140.26 
Transport and storage(13) 265.05 16.20 22.76 306.40 0.04 0.07 610.52 
Generation and supply of energy (12) 25.56 18.79 40.64 22.22 14.00 0 121.21 
Business and other services(25) 126.55 21.20 25.85 9.79 0.71 0 184.09 
 Agriculture (18)  91.09 17.35 21,39 5.86 0.08 0.02 136.78 
Industry (7) 0 0 0.18 1.64 0 0 1.82 
 



95References

Association Agreement between the European Union and the Republic of 
Moldova, (2014). 

Statistical Yearbooks of the Republic of Moldova, Statistica, Chisinau, 2003- 
-2011.

Certan S., (2001): Common Agricultural Policy of the European Economic 
Community, TACIS, Chisinau.

 Certan S., (2002): Comparative Study on the organization of agricultural mar-
kets, TACIS, Chisinau. 

Certan S., Certan I. (2013): Economic integration in the European Union, 
CEP, Chisinau.

Jaques P., (2003): European integration, methods and economic analysis, Eu-
ropean Institute of Romania.

Moldovanu D. (ed.), (2009): Moldova's European integration: assumptions, 
advantages and lost opportunities, Ştiinţa, Chisinau.

Activity Program of the Government, (2011): European Integration: Freedom, 
Democracy, Welfare 2011-2014, Chisinau. 

European Union (2012): Consolidated version of the Treaty on the Functio-
ning of the European Union, Official Journal C 326, 26/10/2012 P. 0001 
– 0390.

Wallace H. (2011): The elaboration of policies in the European Union, Euro-
pean Institute of Romania, Bucharest, 2011.

Wiener A., Diez T., (2009): European Integration Theory, Oxford University 
Press, http: //ec.europa.eu/ 

Im
pact of EU

-M
oldova Association A

greem
ent on rural developm

ent


